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The 17th NOFOD Conference will take place in Reykjavík, Iceland - a location that itself embodies a
theme of Centre & Periphery. Iceland is often described as being on the periphery of the Nordic
region, yet many locals prefer to see the volcanic island as a central meeting point, situated between
continents. This paradox of centrality and marginality makes Iceland a particularly resonant site for
reflecting on how dance practices and research navigate questions of belonging, identity, and place.

Dance continuously negotiates positions of centre and periphery. These shifting relations may be
geographical, cultural, political, aesthetic, or embodied. Questions of who belongs, who is included
or excluded, and how power and knowledge are distributed shape dance practices, traditions, and
histories.

In the Nordic region and beyond, dance practices today intersect with broader societal questions of
power and hierarchy. Bodies, genres, and traditions - both in institutional and community settings -
generate different centres of authority, as well as possibilities for decentralizing, shifting, and
redistributing power, depending on context and value systems.

The 17th NOFOD Conference, titled Centre & Periphery: Dance, Identity & the Politics of Place, invites
reflection upon how dance embodies, resists, and transforms the relations between centre and
periphery. We welcome contributions that consider these dynamics historically, theoretically, and in
contemporary practices, across all dance genres.



Topics and Questions

NOFOD invites presentation proposals that relate to or engage with, but are not limited to, the
following themes and questions:

Theory vs. Practice - How are hierarchies of knowledge established between theory and practice?
What methodologies open possibilities for bridging or challenging divides between theory and
practice? How can dance research decentralize dominant approaches and heighten the value of
different modes of knowing?

Histories and Traditions - How do histories of dance unfold differently across geographical
centres and peripheries? What role do canons, lineages, and local traditions play in shaping the
politics of belonging? How can historical research engage with embodied memory?

Decentralising Binaries - How might decolonial, feminist, and queer perspectives unsettle
established hierarchies in dance? What does it mean to interrogate Nordic whiteness and the politics
of arcticality within dance practices and research? How can binaries of centre/periphery,
tradition/innovation, or theory/practice be reimagined through dance?

Embodied Knowledge - What is the relationship between the dance´s embodied knowledge and
second-hand knowledge? How can tacit, situated, and indigenous knowledge challenge dominant
research frameworks? What new forms of writing, documentation, and transmission can arise from
embodied epistemologies?

Education - How are centre/periphery dynamics reproduced or resisted in dance education? What
pedagogical practices foster equity, inclusion, and accessibility in schools, higher education, and
community contexts? How can dance education prepare future practitioners to critically navigate
and transform these hierarchies?

Community, Society, and Intersectionality - How can dance negotiate the demands of cultural
belonging, migration, and shifting identities? What forms of activism or artivism arise at the
periphery? How do intersectional perspectives—across ethnicity, age, gender, ability, and
class—reshape the politics of dance?

Keynote speakers

Karen Arnfred Vedel, associate professor, Department of Art and Cultural Studies at University of
Copenhagen

Saul Garcia-Lopez, performance artist and professor,  Norwegian Theatre Academy (NTA) at
Østfold University College



Presentation Formats

We welcome proposals for a variety of formats, including but not limited to:

● Paper presentations (20 minutes + 10 minutes discussion)
● Lecture-demonstrations (45 minutes)
● Roundtable discussions / conversations (45 minutes)
● Movement workshops (45 minutes)

If you wish to propose another format, please describe your requirements and indicate the
preferred length (30 or 45 minutes).

Proposals

Please submit: An abstract (max. 300 words) and a short biography (max. 100 words), before
November 15th, 2025.

Here is link to our online submission form: https://forms.office.com/e/9Eb5Tp0eAM

Participation fees

(Early bird//after April 1, 2026)

● 100€//120€ for students (up to MA degree), non-affiliated scholars, and independent
artists

● 200€//230€ for NOFOD members
● 260€//290€ for non-members

Information about registration and payment will be announced on NOFOD's webpage by January
2026.

Welcome to Reykjavík 2026

The conference is arranged by NOFOD, Nordic Forum for Dance Research, www.nofod.org, in
cooperation with Iceland University of the Arts, www.lhi.is

NOFOD board members look forward to welcoming you!

Katrín Gunnarsdóttir (chair), Ami Skånberg (vice chair),  Atli Freyr Hjaltason, Camilla Reppen, Hilde
Rustad, Inger Damsholt, Irene Velten Rothmund, Maikki Uotila-Kraatz, Sarah Pini and Tuire
Colliander.

https://forms.office.com/e/9Eb5Tp0eAM
https://www.nofod.org/
http://www.lhi.is/

